CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD WITH ST. PETER, LEE

An Advent Carol Service
Sunday 28th November 2021

All the words you need for this service are included in this booklet.
The service leader will invite you to sit or stand at the appropriate time.

Welcome
Lift up your heads, O gates;
be lifted up, you everlasting doors;
and the King of glory shall come in.

Psalm 24.7

Sisters and brothers, today we enter the season of Advent, in
which the Church encourages us toprepare to celebrate the
coming of Christ; a coming that we recall in the Child of
Bethlehem; a coming that we experience in the gift of his Spirit, in
the bread of the Eucharist, in the joy of human lives that are
shared; a coming we wait for when God gathers up all things in
Christ.
Let us in this holy season reflect on the coming of Christ, who
brings light to the world. And as we turn towards the light, let us
have on our hearts all those who see no light, for whom all is
darkness and despair. Let us pray that they too may be illumined
by Christ who is our light.
There is a short time of silence
Almighty God,
as your kingdom dawns,
turn us from the darkness of sin to the light of holiness,
that we may be ready to meet you
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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CAROL O come, O come, Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear:
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free
thine own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save,
and give them victory o'er the grave:
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadows put to flight:
O come, thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery:
O come, O come, thou Lord of Might,
who to thy tribes, on Sinai's height,
in ancient times didst give the law
in cloud and majesty and awe:

The Advent Wreath is lit
Prepare the way – a short all age activity to explore the
meaning of Advent
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First Reading - Malachi 3:1-4
The children leave for their own Advent activities
CAROL Longing for light
Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.
Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has power to save us.
Make us your living voice.
Longing for food, many are hungry.
Longing for water, many still thirst.
Make us your bread, broken for others,
shared until all are fed.
Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone.
Second Reading - Zephaniah 3:14-20
4

The choir sing Adam Lay Y-Bounden
Third Reading - Micah 5:2-5a
CAROL Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.
Born thy people to deliver;
born a child and yet a king;
born to reign in us for ever;
now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thy own eternal Spirit,
rule in all our hearts alone:
by thy all-sufficient merit,
raise us to thy glorious throne.
Fourth Reading – John 1:1-14
An Advent Reflection – Cherry Murdoch
The choir sing This Is The Truth Sent From Above
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Advent Intercessions
CAROL Hills of the North
Hills of the North, rejoice,
river and mountain-spring,
hark to the advent voice;
valley and lowland, sing.
Christ comes in righteousness and love,
he brings salvation from above.
Isles of the Southern seas,
sing to the listening earth,
carry on every breeze
hope of a world's new birth:
In Christ shall all be made anew,
his word is sure, his promise true.
Lands of the East, arise,
he is your brightest morn,
greet him with joyous eyes,
praise shall his path adorn:
your seers have longed to know their Lord;
to you he comes, the final word.
Shores of the utmost West,
lands of the setting sun,
welcome the heavenly guest
in whom the dawn has come:
he brings a never-ending light
who triumphed o'er our darkest night.
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Shout, as you journey home,
songs be in every mouth,
lo, from the North they come,
from East and West and South:
in Jesus all shall find their rest,
in him the universe be blest.
Notices
CAROL Lo he comes with clouds descending
During this carol the candles are lit
Lo, he comes with clouds descending,
once for favoured sinners slain;
thousand thousand saints attending
swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
God appears on earth to reign.
Every eye shall now behold him
robed in dreadful majesty;
those who set at naught and sold him,
pierced and nailed him to the Tree,
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing,
shall the true Messiah see.
Those dear tokens of his passion
still his dazzling body bears,
cause of endless exultation
to his ransomed worshippers:
with what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture
gaze we on those glorious scars!
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Yea, Amen, let all adore thee,
high on thine eternal throne;
Saviour, take the power and glory,
claim the kingdom for thine own:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.
Closing Prayer
With love and compassion,
come, Lord Jesus.
With judgement and mercy,
come, Lord Jesus.
In power and glory,
come, Lord Jesus.
In wisdom and truth,
come, Lord Jesus.
And the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
be among you and remain with you always.
Amen
May the Lord when he comes,
find us watching and waiting.
Amen

Elements of service are taken from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England. Copyright
acknowledgement: Some material included in this service is copyright: © The Archbishops' Council 2000.
Songs are reproduced under CCLI No. 926815
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